
The SF Power Station 
... will be a vibrant new neighborhood that seamlessly connects 
with the Dogpatch and Pier 70, and a landmark destination for 
the southern gateway to the Central Waterfront. 

PRINCIPLE 1: Create an active and 
public waterfront experience. 
This portion of the central waterfront will be opened 
to the public for the first time in more than 150 years. 
The b!ue-greenway will provide a critical link along the 
waterfront for pedestrians and cyclists, visitors and 
residents alike. The site will be within a few minutes' 
walk of Slipways Commons, Crane Cove Park, and 
Warm Water Cove; and will be part of a larger network 
that provides continuous waterfront access from the 
Presidio to the Shipyards, and beyond. 

WATERFRONT GOALS 

• Open the waterfront to the public with many points 

of access. 

• 

• 

Create a compelling and unique waterfront open 

space experience. 

The waterfront should be a vibrant place that en

livens and enhances the experience of being near 

the water. It should be active during the day and at 

night, during the week and on weekends. 

PRINCIPLE 2: Accommodate needed 
growth in the city while creating a diver
sity of uses that can support a vibrant, 
livable neighborhood. 
There is much demand within the city for housing 
supply in general, as well as housing targeted at a 
range of incomes. There is also demand within the city 
for commercial office space and life sciences build
ings. Within the Central Waterfront there is a demand 
for, production/distribution/repair, and neighborhood
serving retail. This site can be a location to channel 
this growth while preserving the existing fabric of 
Dogpatch and other surrounding neighborhoods. 

LAND USE GOALS 

• Provide a variety of housing types, including af
fordable housing, to create a diverse and family

friendly neighborhood. 

• Provide opportunities for office space and life 
sciences. 

• Provide opportunities for ground floor PDR uses. 

• Provide a variety of neighborhood-serving retail, 
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services, and amenities within convenient walking 

distance of housing and offices on the site. 

PRINCIPLE 3: Celebrate the site's rich 
industrial history. 
This site has a unique 150 year industrial history and 
the remnants of a series of power stations for the 
refinement of sugar, and later as the power source for 
much of San Francisco. A number of the buildings 
that were used in the generation of power on this site 
remain and may be able to be adapted for new uses. 

HISTORIC GOALS 

• 

• 

Use historical buildings as a way to anchor the 
site to its historical uses that contribute a distinc

tive character that is authentic to this site, and 

an integral part of the identity of the Dogpatch 

neighborhood. 

On their own, historical buildings can contribute 

authenticity and interest to the urban experience -

but when these buildings are visually linked, they 

can create a richer experience. 

• Historical buildings that are reused should incor

porate public uses wherever possible. 

• Rehabilitate and reuse the historic resources to 

the degree possible. 

• Visually connect historical elements at the Power 
Station with historical elements at Pier 70. 

• Preserve the stack as an identifying landmark 

of the Central Waterfront that can be enjoyed 

citywide. 

PRINCIPLE 4: Establish an accessible 
neighborhood that prioritizes walking, 
biking and transit. 
The site will be very well served by increased headways 
and capacity on the T-Line, the addition of a new bus 
line that will terminate at the site, and the expansion 
of Bay Area Bikeshare. Today, the Central Waterfront 
is home to several uses that generate substantial car 
traffic, including the Warriors Stadium and UCSF. It 
is the City's policy to support a shift to more active, 
!ow-carbon modes such as walking, biking and transit. 
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Achieving a modal split that de-emphasizes private 
vehicle trips will be better for the environment and 
lessen traffic in the area, while also supporting health
ier mobility choices. The site is currently completely 
closed to public access and has been for the last 150 
years. Physical connections between the Power Station 
and Pier 70 are made difficult by grade differences 
and a physical wall between the two sites. 

MOBILITY GOALS 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Create a public realm that is safe and enjoyable for 

pedestrians and cyclists. 

Enhance pedestrian and bike connections to 

transit. 

Connect to and extend the existing and planned 

bike network through the site. 

Create a TOM plan that will incentivize sustainable 

modes of transit. 

Look for ways to add and increase public transit 

use across the project 

Consider desire lines and natural paths for pe

destrians and bikes in network and intersection 

design. 

Design streets to be consistent with the SF Better 

Streets Plan. 

PRINCIPLE 5: Contribute well-loved 
parks and recreational facilities that will 
enhance the existing neighborhood open 
network. 
The Dogpatch neighborhood is underserved by open 
space, as compared with other neighborhoods in San 
Francisco. This site provides an opportunity to bring 
more open space - not just at the waterfront, but 
throughout the site. Specific program opportunities 
that are missing are active recreation uses that are 
desired by the community, such as soccer fields or 
tennis courts, as well as playgrounds and other neigh
borhood-serving open space amenities that support a 
livable district. 

OPEN SPACE GOALS 

• Provide a variety of public open space experiences 
within the site, with each space having a clear pur

pose within the broader open space network. 

• Design the open space network with al I the users 
of the site in mind - considering a range of ages, 

abilities and interests. 
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• Balance the dynamism of flexible open spaces 

with the attraction of specific programmatic uses 

or activities. 

PRINCIPLE 6: Design a neighborhood 
that is context-appropriate, diverse, and 
human-scale. 
The Central Waterfront is made up of a collection dif
ferent neighborhoods that is starting to coalesce into 
a single place with its own identity in San Francisco. 
A mix of buildings ranging from large-scale ware
house buildings that occupy an entire block, to small 
Victorian flats, to mid- and highrise multi-family build
ings, to large floorplate office buildings, characterizes 
the area. The unifying theme heard from the commu
nity is a desire to maintain the area's gritty, industrial 
aesthetic, and to ensure that new development rein
forces an identity connected to the area's past. There 
is also a desire to avoid the monolithic scale brought 
by some new developments, in favor of greater variety 
of urban form and a human-scaled street experience. 
Visual connections to the site from Illinois are limited 
by the presence of the switchyards, while visibility from 
Third Street is blocked by the bulk of the American 
Industrial Center buildings. 

URBAN FORM GOALS 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The scale of blocks and buildings should be ap

propriate to their context. 

Set a block pattern that is walkable, while also 

allowing multiple buildings to be built on each 

block. 

Develop a project that has a diversity of building 

heights and building types, and avoids uniformity 

and repetition, compatible with the neighborhood 

context. 

Buildings should be designed at a human scale 

and frame a comfortable pedestrian realm. 

The shaping of building form should allow sun

light to reach parks and streets, and lessen wind 

impacts. 

The ground floor should be programmed and de

signed to enliven and activate the public realm. 

Historical buildings and sites should be given an 

appropriate distance from other buildings to allow 

them to be seen and appreciated. 
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PRINCIPLE 7: Create a healthy, resilient, 
and environmentally forward-looking 
development. 
The site's past as a series of power stations requires 
environmental remediation so that it can be a healthy 
place that can support a mix of uses. While the site 
is fairly elevated above sea level, it's location at the 
Bay's edge makes the project's shoreline vulnerable to 
sea level rise. Despite its history as a power station, 
the site will need to develop entirely new utilities and 
infrastructure to support a mixed-use development 
- this provides an opportunity to be forward-thinking 
about more sustainable utilities and take advantage of 
infrastructure planning for a district scale. 

PERFORMANCE GOALS 

• Ensure the environmental pollution of former 

industrial uses is characterized and remediated to 
a level that allows for the development of a mixed

use neighborhood. 

• Create a Type I Eco-district with aspirational tar

gets for renewable energy, water reuse, minimizing 
waste, and encouraging low-carbon transportation 

modes. 

• Plan a resilient site that anticipates the projected 

sea level rise for the year 2100, with a plan for 

further adaptation. 

PRINCIPLE 8: Develop a financially fea
sible project that can deliver the ben
efits promised to the community and the 
City. 
Many of the projects underway along the Central and 
Southern Waterfronts are former Redevelopment 
Agency projects or are Public Private Partnerships by 
private developers on public lands. These projects are 
able to provide substantial public benefits in line with 
the policy directives of the public agencies that own 
the land. This site is different, as the land is owned 
by a private developer and will not be able to leverage 
the same financing mechanisms that PPS's are able to 
use. 

FINANCIAL GOALS 

• Ensure the project makes a business case that can 
deliver on the promises made to all stakeholders -

including community members, City agencies, and 

investors. 

• Entitle a mixed-use project that is at least 3 

ASSOCIATE CAPITAL // P E R K I NS + W I L L 

million gross square feet of revenue-positive GFA 

so that the site can support the development of 

affordable housing parks, the adaptive reuse of 
industrial relics, and other public benefits. 

• Entitle a project with a mix of uses to allow greater 

optionality in financing and phasing. 

• Position the development so that we can finance 

and build the project into a market downturn. 
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